treatment.
The history of this case was as follows :?A year previously a patch resembling ringworm appeared on the back of the right wrist. Sensation in the affected area became impaired and gradually disappeared, and the patch extended till it occupied nearly all the back of the hand as well as the wrist. The hand became weak, and tingling set in over its anterior inner half and posterior two-thirds. This condition, varied by occasional attacks of pain in the hand and fore-arm, has continued up to the present time.
On admission there was complete loss of sensation all over the patch; the patient could only grasp feebly with the right hand; and the ulnar nerve was very much thickened from below the inner condyle of the humerus to about half-way up the arm. The nerve was stretched the same day under chloroform.
No regular notes of the case were taken afterwards. The patient attended very irregularly, and would never admit that his condition was improved, though the affected skin became visibly healthier. After a long interval he presented himself on the 5th A ugust, and it is recorded that "the skin of the hand and fore-arm is uniformly healthy ; sensation is perfect throughout the area that had been anaesthetic; and the thickening of the ulnar nerve has entirely disappeared. The patient admits that the tingling and pain no longer trouble him, and that his hand is much stronger."
I have now stretched the ulnar nerve in about thirty cases of anaesthetic leprosy, and have incomplete notes of all of them. In every case the operation was followed by benefit, as far as the area supplied by this particular nerve was concerned, which appeared likely to be permanent. The patients ceased attending the dispensary whenever the relief they experienced seemed to them.decisive, and therefore no notes of their final condition were obtainable, except in the present instance. But the result in this one case, it appears to me, fully justifies the anticipation of the distinguished surgeon who originally proposed nerve stretching as a method of treatment for this disease.* Vide Indian Medical Gazette, July 2nd, 1877.
